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Bonners Ferry Chamber of Commerce

MEETING MINUTES
3/19/26 | Kootenai River Inn

The meeting called to order at 12:01 pm by Wendy Hawks.

In attendance: Wendy Hawks, Darci Price, Teshra Robles, Carla Grieser, Tony
Marsella, Wes Halliburton, Francis Carlson, Angela Hand, Kylee Guthrie, Shauna
Cruttenden, and Erika Jeffries

Treasurer’s Report: $11,926.35 per Patti Solt, see afttached.
Previous Meeting: The minutes of the February 19, 2026, meeting were reviewed.

Darci Price motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report and Minutes as
presented, Wendy Hawks seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Old Business:

e Website: Erika shared website updates. It was shared that Community
Thrift was not appearing in the directory, Erika will investigate.

e Membership: Darci shared the attached March report. April site visits will
be held on April 7, 2pm in the Three Mile area. Members are welcome to
join. Erika reported that she had visited with Nathan Webster,
unfortunately, he will not be able to remain engaged on the membership
committee. There was discussion about holding general membership
meetings in the evenings. Darci Price motioned that evening membership
meetings during the summer months be held on a monthly basis on the 1sf
Thursday. Erika Jeffries seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
Noon membership meetings will remain on the 39 Thursday of every
month.

e Kootenai River Days: Wendy Hawks shared that Kootenai River Days is a
Chamber event, other non-profit organizations are welcome to engage
and help do elements that have become part of the event. Examples
include the Rotary Wine and Barley Walk, the Birdies for Brothers Golf
Tournament, Chalk the Block and the Kootenai River Run. Discussions are
occurring to secure band for Friday and DJ for Saturday.

e NITA Update: Wendy reported that the NITA grant submission is due at the
end of the month. Additional discussion is needed to determine what



g

BONNERS FERRY
CHAMBER of COMMERCE

dollar amount fo pursue. Monies obtained from last year will
be utilized for a visitor's guide and website.

e Fair Booth: Erika reported that she will be delivering check and
paperwork to Jaycee Atkins at the Fairgrounds to secure a booth. Signup
sheet for Members to man the booth will be available at the April
meeting.

e Vistor's Center: Volunteers are needed. Wendy is going to contact Dave,
hopefully he can attend the next meeting to provide an update.

e 9B Ladies Event: 53 are registered, event will be held on March 20 from
8:30 am to 5pm at the Kootenai River Inn — Bingo room. There has been
fremendous support and community response for the event. Have
received a total of 108 items to giveaway between raffle items, swag,
and gift baskets.

New Business:

e VP Posifion: Discussion on the available VP position was tabled.

e Meeting attendance: To help encourage attendance at meetings, Zoom
will be added as an option for members.

e Bylaw Committee: Discussion on the proposed changes to the Bylaws has
been tabled to the April meeting. Proposed changes will be distributed to
the membership for review via email and posted on the members side of
the website.

e NITA: Grant deadline is March 30. Wendy will bring group together to visit
with Munro once he is back in town to discuss further.

Announcements:

e Chic Days at Naples General Store will be held on Friday, March 27 at 10
am.

Wendy Hawks motioned to adjourn the meeting at 1:08 p.m. Erika Jeffries
seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted by Erika Jeffries, Secretary




Chamber of Commerce March Meeting Update from the Membership Committee

March 3", Wendy, Erika, Teshra, and Darci met with Jennifer Wright of the Bonners Ferry
Herald for an interview and photo at the Bonners Ferry Visitors Center for an upcoming
article.

March 3", Wendy, Erika, and Darci headed to Naples and S Bonners Ferry for a
membership drive. We personally invited the following businesses.

Panhandle Door and Drawer
Alta Forest Products
Naples General Store

Deep Creek Farm Stand
Mirror Lake Golf Course
Farm Bureau Insurance

JRS Surveying

Rhoads Tax Service.

| have emailed the public and private schools invitations. Including: BCSD101, BFHS,
BFMS, Valley View, Mt Hall, Naples, Cornerstone Christian, Badger Boosters, Boundary
County 4-H and North Idaho Classical Academy. Mailing sent to Mtn View Christian School.

North Idaho Classical Academy (Jake Francom)- yes

BCSD (Kylee Guthrie) - yes

Evergreen Home Loans (Bill Hunter) -yes

SAR (Stephanie Rief) - yes.
| have invited Paradise Valley Grange #389. They will present invitation at next meeting.
| have also left flyers with the in town gas stations, Dollar Tree, O’Reillys,

March 9%, Met with Dottie Gray of the Boundary County Museum, They are ambassadors
for the 250" anniversary Celebration. They have exclusive use of the logo.

John Becker meeting on March 25" at 6pm at Senior Center — 2" planning meeting for
the 4t of July celebration. Previous meeting attended by Farmers Market, Museum, VFW,

Senior Center
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July 8* Wed 3pm Reading of Proclamation and Declaration of Independence at the
Court House by county commissioners. VFW will have color guard there. Boy Scoutsin
uniform will participate. BFHS Band asked to perform. Novinger asked to perform. Schools
asked to provide sidewalk art. Val Thompson with city council checking to present the

historical info. Consider honoring Kootenai Tribe.
250 Events Planned
Flag from Russ Fulcher puton display July 8" to commemorate?
Parades recommend special entry to celebrate 250™.
BC Museum has panels to display June, July, Aug from the government toolkit

Library - Big Read- May getting books “1776” for a book study with Paul Bonnell at
museum.

Suggestions for Events

Business Bingo suggested. Make cards stamped at local businesses. When you get a bingo,
get a small prize.

Scavenger Hunt Adventure throughout Boundary County. See attached example.
Business window displays, painting, decorations.
Commemorative Quilt - to raffle for ? (9B Quilters, church quilters, fabric stores, etc..)
Most unique 250 Collection Contest - prize for most unique collection of 250 items.
Unique anniversary offerings by restaurants with 250" anniversary theme, colors, prices?
Unique or fun traveling display?
Burger of the Month Contest (like Creston)

ttps: t L h r. - th/
Participating restaurants create a special 3 course meal at one price.
Sell hearts with message and post downtown for Valentine’s Day.

Moving flock of flamirigos (or something noticeable and unique) To be secretly moved to a
new business.

https://www.capegazette.com/node/33493

— -







